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July 2021 VFP Chapter 74 News Update 
 
Receiving this Update by email but not yet a Veterans For Peace member? Please consider joining! Non-veterans 
can join as an Associate Member. The more VFP members there are, the more we can do. For membership 
information visit https://www.veteransforpeace.org/donate/join-renew  
 
 
1. Next Meeting - Veterans For Peace Chapter 74 – July 24th Chapter Meeting Log-On Changed 
The July 24th Veterans For Peace (VFP) Metro Detroit Chapter meeting will be by Zoom teleconference only 
starting at 2pm with a new (as of July 22nd) meeting log-on link being  
https://zoom.us/j/94555739354?pwd=bTdlM3dDeElFUzVhelE5bXU5RDFyUT09. You can also join the meeting by 
telephone only by dialing 312-626-6799 and when prompted, enter a Meeting ID: 945 5573 9354 and Passcode: 
739767 
 
A special guest at the July 24th meeting will be Jim Rine who will give a short talk on Militarism and Climate 
Change (see the July Chapter 74 newsletter item below for more on VFP and climate change). Anyone can 
participate in this meeting, or any other VFP Chapter 74 event, be they veteran or not. The meeting agenda is as 
follows… 
 

1. Introductions and welcome 
a. VFP mission statement 
b. Members and guests present – Member news 

2. General business 
a. Treasury report 
b. Membership  
c. Other 

3. Old Business 
a. Peace Pole WSU & Schools 
b. Deported Veterans Mural Project 
c. Other 

4. New Business - Militarism and Climate Change presentation – Jim Rine 
5. Upcoming events  
6. Adjournment – Next meeting date 

 

3. Veterans For Peace At The 2021 Ann Arbor Art Fair 
Veterans For Peace Chapter 93 will be having an information table at the Ann Arbor 
Art Fair on the following dates and times… 

• Thursday, July 15 • 10AM – 9PM 

• Friday, July 16 • 10AM – 9PM 

• Saturday, July 17 • 10AM – 7PM 
The display will be on Liberty Street between Division and 5th (Google map link at 
https://goo.gl/maps/35Fm9rk7Zeb5D4mWA). If at the Art Fair, please stop by and 
say hello. Also, copies of the CD recording (www.vfp93.org/john-lennon-concert-cd) 

of the Chapter 93 John Lennon Birthday Concert (to benefit the Chapter’s Peace Scholarship program - 
www.vfp93.org/peace-scholarship) will be on sale for $15.  
 

4. Militarism and Climate Change Presentation  
 A “Militarism and Climate Change” presentation will be given during the 2nd half of the 
Chapter 74 meeting. The talk will discuss the often ignored US military’s contribution to 
the climate crisis.  Based on unofficial estimates, the US military’s emissions rank 
47th out of 170 countries.  Officially, DoD does not have to report emissions and does 
not designate emissions from its some 800 overseas bases as US’s.   
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This is a bipartisan problem.  During the 1997 negotiations of the Kyoto Protocol on Climate Change, the 
Clinton/Gore Administration exerted pressure to exempt the reporting of any military emissions from any 
country.  The US, with George W. Bush as President, then pulled out of the Kyoto Protocol.  
The presenter will be Jim Rine of VFP Chapter 74 who is also a member of the newly formed Climate Crisis 
& Militarism Project within VFP (https://www.veteransforpeace.org/take-action/climatecrisis  ).  Jim was also 
part of a team of VFP members who met with the staff of the Special Presidential Envoy for Climate, John 
Kerry, on 14 April of 2021. All are invited to attend this presentation using the Zoom meeting link of 
(https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89741129850?pwd=aVN2QlF4VmZ6eFA5MXVTdWNwN05hUT09. The VFP 74 
Chapter meeting will start at 2pm and the Militarism and Climate Change program should start around 
2:30pm. 
 
5. Annual VFP John Lennon Concert Fundraiser Tickets Now Available 

Tickets are available now for the annual VFP John Lennon Birthday benefit concert - Thursday, October 7th, 
2021. This is the annual fundraiser at The Ark in Ann Arbor for the Chapter's Peace Scholarship Program and will 
be emceed by Chris Buhalis. All artists will be performing works of John Lennon on his October birthday, as well 
as other peace-themed songs. Concert starts at 7:30pm. Tickets $20 at https://theark.org/shows-
events/2021/oct/07/veterans-peace-john-lennon-birthday-concert. More details at www.vfp93.org/john-lennon-
concert. 

 
6. Take Action: Repeal The AUMF: Authorization for the Use of Military Force 
In 2001 and 2002, the U.S. Congress passed the AUMF: the Authorization for the Use of Military Force. For 
nearly two decades, the AUMFs have effectively become a blank check for any president, at any time, to wage 
endless global war without oversight or meaningful national public debate. U.S. counterterrorism operations from 
post-9/11 wars as a whole have expanded to at least 80 countries around the world, costing an estimated $5.9 
trillion. Hundreds of thousands of people have been killed, injured, surveilled, and displaced, with Black, brown, 
and Muslim communities disproportionately impacted. 
 
The 2002 AUMF allowed for the disastrous invasion and occupation of Iraq. On June 17, 2021, the House, led by 
Rep. Barbara Lee and as a result of continued grassroots pressure, passed legislation to repeal the 2002 
AUMF.  In the upcoming weeks, the Senate Foreign Relations Committee plans to move forward with a bipartisan 
bill to repeal the 2002 Iraq War authorization, led by Senators Tim Kaine, D-Va., and Todd Young, R-Ind. 
 
We know that repealing the AUMF will not end funding for the long and expansive reach of the military and 
already the Democrats and Republicans are looking for ways to continue to fund unjust military aggression. 
However, we must continue pushing Congress to repeal the AUMF, while also continuing to push for no more 
money for war and we echo Win Without War, “Repealing the 2002 AUMF would be a critical start to war powers 
reform, but we must not stop there. We also urge Congress to pass H.R. 255, Rep. Lee’s bill to sunset  the 2001 
AUMF after eight months, and instead of acting to replace it, to publicly debate whether the U.S. should continue 
taking a military-first approach to global challenges. It’s time to finally take these shameful blank checks for 
endless war off the books.” 
 
Take action to urge your Senator to repeal the 2002 AUMF at 
https://veteransforpeace.salsalabs.org/2002aumf/index.html.  
 
7. Speaking Of The AUMF, Here Is The American Legion’s Position On Repeal… 
Address the Forever War - Nearly two decades after 9/11, U.S. troops continue to wage war in Iraq, Afghanistan, 
and other corners of the world, under the 2001 and 2002 Authorizations for Use of Military Force (AUMF). 
However, the global security environment the United States faces is no longer the same, with the rise of great-
power competition and other threats. Too often, the use of military force, as opposed to diplomacy, is considered 
the primary instrument of national power. The American Legion urges the renewal of a proper constitutional 
balance to U.S. foreign policy decision-making by urging Congress to renew its war- making oversight role 
beginning with repealing or replacing the outdated post-9/11 AUMFs and by properly resourcing civilian tools of 
diplomacy. American Legion Resolution No. 22, 2020 
 
PS – The American Legion also supports Improved Health Care for Women Veterans, Addressing Toxic 
Exposure & Burn Pits and Citizenship for Honorable Service (Deported Veterans). More on this at 
https://www.legion.org/legislative/agenda.  
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8. Announcement, Anniversaries & Reminders 
Every Friday - Welcoming New Detroit Immigrants 
Welcome new refugees to the metro Detroit region Fridays at Detroit’s Clark Park on the corner of Verner and 
Clark (map at https://tinyurl.com/ClarkPark-Map) from 3:45pm to 4:45pm. The name of the event is We Stand 
With Our Neighbors Immigration Vigil. This weekly vigil was stared in response to school children in Southwest 
Detroit whose teachers and counselors are deeply concerned about the trauma students are experiencing as they 
face the threat and reality of detention and deportations. Our message is: No deportations! No ban! No wall! No 
harassment and intimidation! Their Facebook page is www.facebook.com/WeStandWithOurNeighbors.  

 
August 6 - Peace Action of Michigan's "Reckoning with Hiroshima, Nuclear Nightmare, and Climate Emergency"   
7pm, Friday, August 6. Hear singer Julie Beutel and a short powerpoint presented by Rev. Rich Peacock, a Co-
Chair of Peace Action of Michigan. Atomic arsenals and climate heating are interlocking "suicide machines."  On 
August 6, imagine how we can stop the "machines." For a Zoom invitation to this event, please send your email 
address to peaceactionfinance@gmail.com.  
 
August 10 – International Agent Orange Day 
https://militarybenefits.info/agent-orange-awareness-day  
 
August 10 -  "The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons" 
August program of the local Citizens For Peace group. Online Zoom presentation with log on link of 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89877697195. Event starts at 7pm. For more information visit 
www.citizens4peace.com   
 
August 12-15 – Veterans For Peace National Convention (Online) 
More information at https://www.vfpconvention.org 
 
Thursday, October 7 - John Lennon Birthday Benefit Concert For Peace Scholarships 
Live concert to benefit the Veterans For Peace Chapter 93 Peace Scholarship program at The Ark in Ann Arbor. 
The Peace Studies scholarships are awarded to college students enrolled in peace studies or conflict resolution 
programs (such as offered at Wayne State University - www.clas.wayne.edu/cpcs). Concert starts at                   
7:30pm. Tickets $20 at https://theark.org/shows-events/2021/oct/07/veterans-peace-john-lennon-birthday-concert. 
More details at www.vfp93.org/john-lennon-concert.  
 
VFP National Online Social Hours 
VFP has experimented with VFP Social Hours and members enjoyed the chance to chat and catch up (or meet) 
with other Veterans For Peace members. VFP will continue these every Thursday at 6pm. (EDT). To join the 
Social Hour, go to https://zoom.us/j/324812650 or go to https://zoom.us/join and click join meeting and enter in 
Meeting ID: 324 812 650 
 
VFP John Lennon Birthday Benefit Concert CD 

VFP Chapter 93, just to the west of us, has a compact disc (CD) recording of the musical artists performing at 

their October John Lennon Birthday Benefit Concerts over the years for our Chapter’s Peace Scholarship 

program. And like the Concert, a purchase of the CD also goes to benefit the Peace Scholarship program. The 

John Lennon Birthday Benefit Concert CD can be purchased for $15, plus $3 for shipping, by PayPal by visiting 

www.vfp93.org/john-lennon-concert-cd. 

 

Thinking About Joining The Military? Already In The Military Seeking Conscientious Objector Status, Delayed 

Enlistment Problems, Or Release From Service? 

Visit our new “Thinking About Joining The Military? - Please Read This First” web page by clicking here. The page 

includes before enlisting, how you should be able to honestly answer some basic questions, and have realistic 

expectations, about military life, a link to the 24-hour GI Rights Hotline for people already in the military, and a link 

to Project YANO (Youth And Non-Military Opportunities) with information about military enlistments, the delayed 

entry program and resources for alternatives to the military. Also, you will find a link to the Center On Conscience 

And War which has information on Selective Service registration, the draft, and conscientious objector status. 
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Veterans For Peace National Weekly E-News List 

Get updates on upcoming VFP national actions, ongoing campaigns and news from chapters across the country.  

Additionally, the e-news provides resources and helpful tips for engaging your own actions. To sign up visit 

https://veteransforpeace.salsalabs.org/eblast0/index.html.   

 

A Simple Way To Promote VFP - Wear Your VFP T-Shirt! 
Help spread the word about Veterans For Peace by wearing a VFP t-shirt, sweatshirt or button around your town 
or in your travels. Not only does this introduce the public to the fact that there are veterans who stand for peace 
but can help bring additional veterans into the organization. Don’t have a VFP t-shirt or button? Order them by 
visiting https://shopvfp.org (secure, online sales available). 
 

Our VFP Chapter Can Use Your Help 
Currently our VFP Chapter has only a few people doing all the work and projects and to say we could use help is 
an understatement. Most of these jobs do not take up that much time at all, and would help out the Chapter 
immensely. One thing we are trying to promote is for people to sign up for a “volunteer email list”. We always need 
extra people to help staff events like the Arlington Michigan display on Memorial/Veterans Day. Just tell us you 
want to be on the volunteer e-mail list and when an event date starts rolling around, we will email you to see if you 
can help out. If you can, great. If not, we understand. Even if you are not a veteran, we could still use your help. 
To be placed on the “volunteer email list”, just send an email to Steve Saelzler (Chapter Coordinator) at 
saelzler@comcast.net or call at 734-675-4138 (home) – 734-674-0688 (cell) and he will get back in touch with 
you. Thanks in advance for your consideration of this request!!! 

 
Metro Detroit Peace Events Calendar 
For a complete update of Metro Detroit area, visit the Gray Panthers of Metro Detroit website at 
www.graypanthersmetrodetroit.org/events-calendar.  
 
VFP Michigan Peace Scholarships  
Applications are being taken now for the Veterans For Peace Michigan Peace Scholarships, sponsored by VFP 
Chapter 93. The Scholarships, out of an endowment provided by Yoko Ono to Veterans For Peace, are awarded 
to college students enrolled in a peace studies or conflict resolution related program. Awards are given to either 
Michigan residents, or students enrolled at a Michigan college, with a preference given to military veterans. For 
more information, visit www.vfp93.org.  
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