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April 2021 VFP Chapter 74 News Update 
 
Receiving this Update by email but not yet a Veterans For Peace member? Please consider joining! Non-veterans 
can join as an Associate Member. The more VFP members there are, the more we can do. For membership 
information visit www.veteransforpeace.org/take-action/join-renew  
 
1. Next VFP Chapter 74 Meeting – Saturday, April 17th – 2pm – By Zoom Teleconference Only 
Due to the Corona pandemic, and the closure of our regular (Swords Into Plowshares Peace Center) meeting 
location, the Saturday, April 17th Veterans For Peace Chapter 74 meeting will be by Zoom teleconference only 
starting this month. There will be no face-to-face meeting. To participate, a few minutes before 2pm, April 17th, 
click on…    https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89741129850?pwd=aVN2QlF4VmZ6eFA5MXVTdWNwN05hUT09 
Anyone can participate in this meeting, or any other VFP Chapter 74 event, be they veteran or not.    
 
The Veterans For Peace Chapter 74 meeting agenda is below… 
 

1. Introductions and welcome 
a. VFP mission statement 
b. Members and guests present – Member news 

2. General business 
a. Treasury report 
b. Membership  
c. Other 

3. Old Business 
a. Peace Pole WSU & Schools 
b. Arlington Michigan Memorial Day display 
c. Deported Veterans Mural Project 
d. Other 

4. New Business 
5. Upcoming events  
6. Adjournment – Next meeting date 

 

2. Veterans For Peace & Earth Day 
For a number of years, Veterans For Peace Chapters nationwide participated 
in Earth Day celebrations. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, however, Earth 
Day events were cancelled for not only 2020, but for this year also.  
 

While local Earth Day events are not taking place, we urge everyone to visit 
the Veterans For Peace “Take Action For Earth Day” web page at 
www.veteransforpeace.org/take-action/earth-day to commemorate Earth Day 
(April 22nd) where it is noted that… “For centuries, war has not only involved 
the annihilation of human life, but also environmental destruction, in the 

forms of both 'collateral damage' and deliberate damage to environments. Modern day warfare and technological 
advances have increased the ecological disturbances associated with war, both in the manufacturing and 
development of weapons.”   
 

Also, please visit the www.earthday.org web page whose mission is to diversify, educate and activate the 
environmental movement worldwide. Growing out of the first Earth Day in 1970, Earthday.Org is the world’s 
largest recruiter to the environmental movement, working with more than 75,000 partners in over 190 countries to 
drive positive action for our planet. 
 
 
Continued on next page… 
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Veterans For Peace itself has many ongoing projects and campaigns to educate the public on the environmental 
costs of war. In 2003, Veterans For Peace endorsed the Earth Charter and became an affiliate of the Earth 
Charter Initiative in 2010. The Agent Orange Relief and Responsibility Campaign exists to pressure the U.S. 
government to honor its moral and legal responsibility to provide assistance to all Agent Orange victims and to 
mitigate the environmental damage in Vietnam. Through the Golden Rule Peace Boat Project, VFP educates and 
builds resistance against nuclear weapons. Also, the national VFP Climate Crisis & Militarism Working Group has 
been very, very active educating the public about climate change.  
 
3. VFP Arlington Michigan Display In Downtown Detroit On Memorial Day – May 31st 

Veterans For Peace Chapters 74 and 93 have again joined forces to set up the Veterans For 
Peace Arlington Michigan display (one grave marker for every Michigan soldier killed in the 
Afghan and Iraq wars – 230 total) in downtown Detroit on Memorial Day. The purpose of this 
display is to honor those who have fallen, to provide a place to grieve, and to educate the 
public about the costs of war, as well as the needs of those returning from conflicts. The 
display will be held on Monday, May 31st, 11am to 5pm, in downtown Detroit’s Grand Circus 

Park (Woodward at East Adams – map link at https://goo.gl/maps/MjhWcB4ospmmwwFu6).  
 
Volunteers are very much needed to help set up the display starting at 10am (assemble in Grand Circus Park by 
the dog park area near Woodward) with setup taking an hour. Additional volunteers are needed to staff the 
display throughout the day and also take the display down at 5pm (takes around a 1/2 hour). If you can help out 
please contact Steve Saelzler 734-674-0688 - email saelzler@comcast.net. 
 
4. The Historic Vietnam Veterans Protest in Washington: Lessons for Today Online Discussion 
Friday, April 23, 2021 - 3:00pm EDT 

Many veterans came home from Vietnam with a mission: to tell 
the truth about the wartime atrocities being committed and 
demand an immediate end to the killing. In April 1971, a group of 
more than 1,000 veterans launched the Dewey Canyon III 
operation, a “limited incursion into the land of Congress.”  April 
23 marks the 50th anniversary of one of the most influential anti-
war actions of the era. 
 

Now, 50 years later, what lessons can we learn from this historic protest? How can the issues that motivated an 
earlier generation speak to veterans and soldiers today? Join us for a panel discussion highlighting the voices of 
veterans past and present. Featuring key archival footage and scholarly analysis, this conversation will show how 
issues of peace and justice raised a half-century ago remain timely and relevant today. The webinar is free and to 
register, visit https://tinyurl.com/VietnamApril23-2021. This discussion is presented by the Keough School of 
Global Affairs and its Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies, and is co-sponsored by Veterans For Peace 
and the Vietnam Peace Commemoration Committee 
 
5. Good Reads 
The U.S. Military Is Poisoning Communities Across the U.S. (including Michigan) with Toxic Chemicals 
By now most Michigan residents have heard about the massive toxic PFAS “forever chemical” ground and water 
contamination by the U.S. Air Forces at the former Wurtsmith Air Force Base in Oscoda. Well the problem with 
chemicals like PFAS is huge, and growing. For more on this situation visit  https://worldbeyondwar.org/the-u-s-
military-is-poisoning-communities-across-the-u-s-with-toxic-chemicals/.  
 
How Peace Is Possible in Afghanistan 
Article by Medea Benjamin (Co-Director of CODEPINK - www.codepink.org) and Nicolas Davies )(author of 
“Blood On Our Hands: the American Invasion and Destruction of Iraq”) - https://progressive.org/dispatches/peace-
possible-in-afghanistan-benjamin-davies-210329/  
 
And more good reads through the World Beyond War book club… 
Various authors will be leading a small (18 max) discussion group on their books (The End of War with John 
Horgan, Waging Peace with David Hartsough, The Way Between with Rivera Sun, Dissent: Voices of Conscience, 
with Ann Wright, Bending the Arc with Kathy Kelly, The United States of War with David Vine, and Murder 
Incorporated with Stephen Vittoria). These authors are donating their time to meet with you online four times over 
four weeks. They will mail you a signed copy of their book before the club starts. The money raised will fund the 
work of World BEYOND War. For more information visit https://worldbeyondwar.org/bookclubs/.  
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6. Announcement, Anniversaries & Reminders 
August 12-15 – Veterans For Peace National Convention (Online) 
More information at https://www.vfpconvention.org 
 
VFP National Online Social Hours 
VFP has experimented with VFP Social Hours and members enjoyed the chance to chat and catch up (or meet) 
with other Veterans For Peace members. VFP will continue these every Thursday at 6pm. (EDT). To join the 
Social Hour, go to https://zoom.us/j/324812650 or go to https://zoom.us/join and click join meeting and enter in 
Meeting ID: 324 812 650 
 
VFP Open Mike Session – Every Friday 
The Veterans For Peace Open Mic will take place every Friday from 8pm-12am CST live from the VFP Facebook 
page and YouTube channel. Selected artists will receive 7-10 minutes to share their music with a live audience. 
Artists are welcome to share pre-recorded videos or tune in and perform live (with prior approved soundcheck). 
For more information visit https://default.salsalabs.org/T29e41f2d-3aa2-4a20-a424-47b81d44c964/ac2d1723-
28ae-4fc8-a164-aa3cdd82bea9  
 
VFP John Lennon Birthday Benefit Concert CD 

VFP Chapter 93, just to the west of us, has a compact disc (CD) recording of the musical artists performing at 

their October John Lennon Birthday Benefit Concerts over the years for our Chapter’s Peace Scholarship 

program. And like the Concert, a purchase of the CD also goes to benefit the Peace Scholarship program. The 

John Lennon Birthday Benefit Concert CD can be purchased for $15, plus $3 for shipping, by PayPal by visiting 

www.vfp93.org/john-lennon-concert-cd. 

 

Veterans For Peace National Weekly E-News List 

Get updates on upcoming VFP national actions, ongoing campaigns and news from chapters across the country.  

Additionally, the e-news provides resources and helpful tips for engaging your own actions. To sign up visit 

https://veteransforpeace.salsalabs.org/eblast0/index.html.   

 

A Simple Way To Promote VFP - Wear Your VFP T-Shirt! 
Help spread the word about Veterans For Peace by wearing a VFP t-shirt, sweatshirt or button around your town 
or in your travels. Not only does this introduce the public to the fact that there are veterans who stand for peace 
but can help bring additional veterans into the organization. Don’t have a VFP t-shirt or button? Order them by 
visiting https://shopvfp.org (secure, online sales available). 
 

Our VFP Chapter Can Use Your Help 
Currently our VFP Chapter has only a few people doing all the work and projects and to say we could use help is 
an understatement. Most of these jobs don’t take up that much time at all, and would help out the Chapter 
immensely. One thing we are trying to promote is for people to sign up for a “volunteer email list”. We always need 
extra people to help staff events like the Arlington Michigan display on Memorial/Veterans Day. Just tell us you 
want to be on the volunteer e-mail list and when an event date starts rolling around, we will email you to see if you 
can help out. If you can, great. If not, we understand. Even if you are not a veteran, we could still use your help. 
To be placed on the “volunteer email list”, just send an email to Steve Saelzler (Chapter Coordinator) at 
saelzler@comcast.net or call at 734-675-4138 (home) – 734-674-0688 (cell) and he will get back in touch with 
you. Thanks in advance for your consideration of this request!!! 

 
Metro Detroit Peace Events Calendar 
For a complete update of Metro Detroit area, visit the Gray Panthers of Metro Detroit website at 
http://www.graypanthersmetrodetroit.org/CalendarofEvents.html.  
 
VFP Michigan Peace Scholarships  
Applications are being taken now for the Veterans For Peace Michigan Peace Scholarships, sponsored by VFP 
Chapter 93. The Scholarships, out of an endowment provided by Yoko Ono to Veterans For Peace, are awarded 
to college students enrolled in a peace studies or conflict resolution related program. Awards are given to either 
Michigan residents, or students enrolled at a Michigan college, with a preference given to military veterans. For 
more information, visit www.vfp93.org.  
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