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January 2021 VFP Chapter 74 News Update 
 
Receiving this Update by email but not yet a Veterans For Peace member? Please consider joining! Non-veterans can 
join as an Associate Member. The more VFP members there are, the more we can do. For membership information 
visit www.veteransforpeace.org/take-action/join-renew  
 
1. Next VFP Chapter 74 Meeting – Saturday, January 16th  – 2pm – Now By Zoom Teleconference Only 
Due to the Corona pandemic, and the closure of our regular (Swords Into Plowshares Peace Center) meeting location, 
the Saturday, January 16th, Veterans For Peace Chapter 74 meeting will be by Zoom teleconference only starting this 
month. There will be no face-to-face meeting. To participate, a few minutes before 2pm, January 16th, click on…    
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89741129850?pwd=aVN2QlF4VmZ6eFA5MXVTdWNwN05hUT09 
Anyone can participate in this meeting, or any other VFP Chapter 74 event, be they veteran or not.    
 
The Veterans For Peace Chapter 74 meeting agenda is below… 
 

1. Introductions and welcome 
a. VFP mission statement 
b. Members and guests present – Member news 

2. General business 
a. Treasury report 
b. Membership  
c. Other 

3. Old Business 
a. Peace Pole WSU 
b. MLK Day 
c. Other 

4. New Business 
a. Other 

5. Upcoming events  
6. Adjournment – Next Meeting Date 

 

 
2. VFP Statement On Events At The Capitol - The violence that broke out on January 6th in the U.S. Capitol by 
people who seek to halt the certification of the 2020 election results was both unsurprising given U.S. history and was 
also shocking to witness. The events highlight the reality that Trump, members of his administration and the silent 
GOP Senate have used their positions to foment hatred, racism, and sexism, to garner support for their own agenda. 
However, as we all know, the problem is not Trump but a deeply entrenched and longstanding system of white 
supremacy. 
 
As military veterans who know the true costs and causes of war, members of Veterans For Peace reject state violence 
and state-sanctioned violence. We have had to watch dishearteningly as fellow Americans invoke violence against 
others. These actions follow a long history of white supremacist actions in this country against indigenous, Black and 
Brown peoples. Furthermore, many of the people who fill the ranks of these mobs are (often white) military veterans. 
 
As veterans ourselves, we have seen how white supremacy and violence are perpetuated in the U.S. military. The 
U.S. military continues to be an active recruitment tool for violent extremism and hate groups. This culture of toxicity, 
often fully embraced and/or condoned by military leadership continues to be a pipeline to violent right wingers, border 
patrol and police. We know that this pathway to violence must stop. 
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VFP supports peace abroad and peace at home. We support true peace which begins with defending racial and social 
justice by challenging systematic violence. We stand in strong opposition to the increasing trend of hate groups and 
political action groups that exaggerate the myths of the so-called "American" identity into moralizing political violence. 
 
Veterans For Peace encourages our members to remain vigilant and united. It is our belief that positive change comes 
through nonviolent organizing, direct action, education, mobilization, and having a firm vision and commitment to help 
make a better tomorrow. We must continue creating a community that stands in stark opposition to the U.S. military 
and organize our fellow veteran community to unlearn dangerous ideology and break the conduit of violence. We can 
help deflect rightful discontent created by the neglect and betrayal of our institutions to constructive organizing. Let's 
help create a community that is an alternative to bigoted violence and pursue an egalitarian solution to our common 
root problems.  
 
3. Metro Detroit Martin Luther King Day Programs (Monday, January 18th)  
Downtown Detroit MLK  Virtual Rally and Cultural Program 

This year’s 18th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Commemoration comes at a time of the worst public health 
crisis in more than a century along with an economic 
downturn and rising tensions between the United States and 
other countries around the world including China, Russia, 
Iran, Venezuela, Cuba, Zimbabwe, among others. In honor 
of the peace and social justice legacy of Dr. King we are 
calling on all conscious people in southeastern Michigan and 
beyond to join this virtual event. The event will be streamed, 
starting at 12 noon January 18th, utilizing Facebook , Zoom 
and YouTube. Although we are not gathering in-person, the 

online character of the event provides the opportunity to invite guests from around the U.S. and the world. For more 
information visit https://mlkdetroit.org or www.facebook.com/events/395604758212585  
  
Southfield MLK Celebration  
Drive For Justice Parade at 9:30am from Hope United Methodist Church, 26275 Northwestern Highway, Southfield, 
MI. Online virtual program starting at 12 noon. 36th annual event with more details at www.mlktaskforcemi.org.  
 
4. VFP Action On US Military And Climate Change 
The Climate Crisis & Militarism Working Group of VFP (https://www.veteransforpeace.org/our-work/working-
groups/climate-crisis ) is beginning outreach to VFP members and supporters to speak out about the link between the 
US military and climate change.  Even many climate activists do not know that If DoD were a country it would be within 
the top 50 greenhouse gas (GHG) emitters (https://qz.com/1655268/us-military-is-a-bigger-polluter-than-140-
countries-combined/ ).  
 
One project focuses on 80 returning members of Congress (MOCs) who cosponsored a bill, H.R. 763, which puts a 
fee on carbon emissions and remits all funds back to individuals in monthly dividends 
(https://energyinnovationact.org/ ).   
 
Unfortunately, the bill also refunds carbon fees paid by the US military.  VFP’s goal is not only to remove the DoD 
exemption from this bill but also to begin a conversation noting the sheer size of our military contributes significantly to 
global warming. 
  
Some of Chapter 074 members may be constituents of Rep. Lawrence (D-MI-14) or Andy Levin (D-MI-09) who are 
both cosponsors of H.R. 763.  Those VFP constituents are asked to email and/or phone their MOC with some version 
of the message below.  Links to the MOC’s email and office phone numbers follow the text. 
  
If you are unsure who your MOC is, check at https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative . For 
more information, please contact me at jimrine22@gmail.com. 
   

************************************************************** 
  

Climate Change continued on next page… 
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…Climate Change continued from previous page 
 
Representative, 
  
I am a member of Veterans for Peace, Chapter 074 from within your district.  I have a request and a question. 
  
Thank you for cosponsoring the Energy Innovation & Carbon Dividend Act (H.R. 763) in the 116th Congress 
and I hope you support a similar bill in the 117th.  My request, however, is for you to ask the bill’s sponsor, Rep. 
Ted Deutch (D-FL-22), to remove the provision refunding carbon fees paid by the US military.  Afterall, if the 
US military were a country it would be among the top 50 emitters of GHG. 
  
My question is… why does Congress fund our military at a level greater than the next 10 countries combined 
while we inadequately fund public health, education, infrastructure, and mitigating climate change?  In 2020, 
the Federal budget for the military was 272 times that budgeted for energy efficiency and renewable energy. 
  
Thank you, 

  
Representative Brenda Lawrence (D-MI-14) 

Email: Contact | Congresswoman Brenda Lawrence (house.gov)    DC phone: (202) 225-5802 
  

Representative Andy Levin (D-MI-09) 
Email: Contact | Representative Andy Levin (house.gov)     DC phone: (202) 225-4961 

  
Please ask your Member Of Congress for a response. 

 
5. Take Away Donald Trump’s Power To Launch Nuclear Weapons 
(From Win Without War - https://winwithoutwar.org) - It’s simple: if Donald Trump can’t be trusted with Twitter, he 
cannot be trusted with a nuclear arsenal that could end humanity as we know it. People created nuclear weapons and 
designed the systems governing their use — and people can work to limit and ultimately eliminate their use. It is 
incredibly dangerous that any single person gets the godlike powers to destroy humanity.  
 
Speaker Pelosi and multiple members of Congress, like Senator Ed Markey and Representatives Jim McGovern and 
Ted Lieu, are already raising the alarm about Trump’s access to nuclear weapons — Congress is primed to act, and a 
push from us could help make sure that they step in to take the nuclear button away from Trump and all future 
presidents. 
 
Add your name to this urgent call on Congress to immediately pass legislation blocking the President’s sole authority 
to start a nuclear war by going to https://tinyurl.com/NoTrumpNukes. Your signature will be instantly delivered 
electronically. 
 
This isn’t hyperbole: the system is designed for speed, not for democratic decisions. There’s no kink in the Pentagon’s 
atomic chain of command that can stop a Presidential order to launch a nuclear missile: the orders would be 
transmitted. Missile, submarine, and bomber units would break out targeting packages. Nukes would fly.  
 
As President Richard Nixon threatened in his final, dangerous days in office, “I can go back into my office and pick up 
the telephone, and in 25 minutes, 70 million people will be dead.” Right now we’re in a situation where a President 
isn’t trusted with Facebook but can still launch nuclear weapons. Only a respect for humanity and a fear of the 
consequences stand in the way of a President pressing the nuclear button — two characteristics that just this week 
Trump demonstrated to the worst extent he does not have.  
 
Until and unless Donald Trump is removed from office — through impeachment, the 25th Amendment, or the end of 
his term — a Trump nuclear strike could be carried out. Unless Congress steps in to change this absurdity. That’s why 
we need Congress to remove this power for good. As the only country to use nuclear weapons in conflict, the United 
States has a moral obligation to lead the world in ending this threat and that includes building in checks on the 
authority to use these weapons. There is no overstating the devastation of a nuclear war, and we are past the point of 
dangerously close to that horror today — in no small part because Trump’s nuclear buildup has made it more 
attractive for countries around the world to acquire nuclear weapons themselves.  
 
We owe it to ourselves and to future generations to take action now that will never again allow one person with the 
nuclear button to control our destinies. Please sign today at https://tinyurl.com/NoTrumpNukes.  
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6. The Save Our VA Steering Committee Calls For The Secretary Of Veterans Affairs To Resign 
The evidence is replete with examples of VA senior leaders undertaking defensive actions and engaging in 
confrontational messaging while failing to recognize the need to take corrective action to address known problems. 
Secretary Wilkie and other VA officials privately disparaged the veteran, with the Secretary referring to her as “the 
Takano staffer whose glamor shot was in the New York Times.” The tone set by Secretary Wilkie was at minimum 
unprofessional and at worst provided the basis for senior officials to put out information to national reporters to 
question the credibility and background of the veteran who filed the sexual assault complaint. 
Together with statements made by Secretary Wilkie and other leaders, this approach points to a lack of genuine 
commitment by senior leaders to address the serious issues raised by the veteran’s complaint.” 

This is totally unacceptable. Women veterans are often faced with an environment that tolerates if not encourages 
sexual harassment while on active duty. They must be able to find a safe harbor in VA facilities. Any allegations of 
sexual harassment should be thoroughly, and independently investigated and appropriate disciplinary action taken 
were warranted. Secretary Wilkie’s failure to protect women veterans from sexual harassment is cause for his 
resignation.  

To read the whole statement from the Veterans For Peace “Save Our VA” Steering Committee visit 
https://www.veteransforpeace.org/pressroom/news/2020/12/18/save-our-va-steering-committee-calls-secretary-
veterans-affa  

7. Have An E-Mail Address? 
If you are receiving this update by postal mail and have an e-mail address, it would be appreciated if you could 
forward your e-mail address to Bob Krzewinski at wolverbob@gmail.com. Your e-mail address will be kept confidential 
and not given to third parties. 

 
8. Our VFP Chapter Can Use Your Help 
Currently our VFP Chapter literally has only a few people doing all the work and projects and to say we could use help 
is an understatement. Most of these volunteer jobs don’t take up that much time at all and would help out the Chapter 
immensely. One thing we are trying to promote is for people to sign up for a “volunteer email list”. We always need 
extra people to help staff events like the Arlington Michigan (one cross for every soldier killed in Iraq/Afghanistan wars) 
display on Memorial Day or the VFP Chapter 74 activities. Just tell us you want to be on the volunteer e-mail list and 
when an event date starts rolling around, we will email you to see if you can help out. If you can, great. If not, we 
understand. Even if you are not a veteran, we could still use your help. To be placed on the “volunteer email list”, just 
send an email to Steve Saelzler at saelzler@comcast.net (or call 734-675-4138) and he will get back in touch with 
you. Thanks in advance for your consideration of this request!!! 
  
9. Announcements, Anniversaries & Events 
Winter Online VFP Peacestock – Saturday, January 16th 
A mixture of speakers, activists,& musicians with a theme of “Where Do We Go From Here? (99 hours before 
inauguration). Free event, 2pm to 5pm+ more information, schedule, and registration at 
www.peacestockvfp.org/events.  
 
Beyond the Dream:  A Call to Conscience - A Special Episode of StandDown Live - Friday, January 22nd, 6-8pm ET 
Two-hour VFP program with speakers, music, and a round table discussion focused on remembering Dr. King's 
legacy to stand up and organize for a better today and tomorrow - not just on his birthday but every day.  Topics 
covered will include the intersectionality of people's struggles to include addressing racism, heterosexism, poverty, 
male supremacy, and nuclear weapons.  January 22nd, 2021 was chosen for this special edition of StandDown Live 
as it is the date that the UN has chosen to take a stand against nuclear weapons - and this was also a message of Dr. 
King's call for people to mobilize and organize for change. Broadcast live over the VFP YouTube Channel - 
https://www.youtube.com/user/VeteransForPeace - or register to receive a link for the program at 
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_L6zaZU2mTouPIh7ASwlazA.  
 
VFP National Online Social Hours 
VFP has experimented with VFP Social Hours and members enjoyed the chance to chat and catch up (or meet) with 
other Veterans For Peace members. VFP will continue these every Thursday at 6pm. (EDT). To join the Social Hour, 
go to https://zoom.us/j/324812650 or go to https://zoom.us/join and click join meeting and enter in Meeting ID: 324 812 
650 
 
 
 

https://www.veteransforpeace.org/pressroom/news/2020/12/18/save-our-va-steering-committee-calls-secretary-veterans-affa
https://www.veteransforpeace.org/pressroom/news/2020/12/18/save-our-va-steering-committee-calls-secretary-veterans-affa
mailto:wolverbob@gmail.com
mailto:saelzler@comcast.net
http://www.peacestockvfp.org/events
https://www.youtube.com/user/VeteransForPeace
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_L6zaZU2mTouPIh7ASwlazA
https://zoom.us/j/324812650
https://zoom.us/join


Veterans For Peace National Weekly E-News List 
Get updates on upcoming VFP national actions, ongoing campaigns and news from chapters across the country.  
Additionally, the e-news provides resources and helpful tips for engaging your own actions. To sign up visit 
https://veteransforpeace.salsalabs.org/eblast0/index.html  
 
VFP John Lennon Birthday Benefit Concert Now On CD 

In April 2020, Veterans For Peace Chapter 93 released a compact disc (CD) recording of the musical artists 

performing at their October Ann Arbor John Lennon Birthday Benefit Concerts over the years for the Chapter’s Peace 

Scholarship program. And like the Concert, a purchase of the CD also goes to benefit the Peace Scholarship program. 

 

Selections on the CD include Revolution (Chris Buhalis, Peter “Madcat” Ruth), Maggie Mae (Dave Boutette, Peter 

“Madcat” Ruth, Dave Keeney), You’ve Go To Hide Your Love Away (Annie & Rod Capps, Jason Dennie), Lucy In The 

Sky With Diamonds (Billy King with Emily Slomovits and band), In My Life (Emily Slomvits with Billy King), Dear 

Prudence (Jo Serrapere), Across The Universe (Jen Sygit), Rest Easy Little Darlin (John Latini), Crippled Inside (Dave 

Keeney, Sophia Hanfi), Working Class Hero (Rochelle Clark), Come Together (Shari Kane and Dave Steele) and 

Imagine (Billy King).  

 

The John Lennon Birthday Benefit Concert CD can be purchased for $15, plus $3 for shipping, by PayPal by visiting 

www.vfp93.org/john-lennon-concert-cd.  

 
VFP 74 On Facebook 
Veterans For Peace Chapter 74 now has a Facebook page. To sign up, just visit Facebook (www.facebook.com) and 
type in Veterans For Peace Chapter 74.  
 
Women In Black Marches 
Second Saturday of every month in the Metro Detroit area with everyone welcome (men, women, children). Please 
wear black. You can view upcoming "Women in Black - Detroit" events at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/WIB-Detroit. 
 
Metro Detroit Peace Events Calendar 
For a complete update of Metro Detroit area events, visit the Gray Panthers of Metro Detroit website at 
http://www.graypanthersmetrodetroit.org/CalendarofEvents.html. 
A Simple Way To Promote VFP - Wear Your VFP T-Shirt! 
Help spread the word about Veterans For Peace by wearing a VFP t-shirt, sweatshirt or button around your town or in 
your travels. Not only does this introduce the public to the fact that there are veterans who stand for peace, but can 
help bring additional veterans into the organization. Don’t have a VFP t-shirt or button? Order them by visiting 
http://veterans-for-peace-online-store.myshopify.com/ (secure, online sales available). 
 
Swords Into Plowshares Peace Center & Gallery 
Currently closed due to the pandemic. For updates visit www.swordsintoplowsharesdetroit.org.  
 
VFP Michigan Peace Scholarships  
Applications are being taken now for the Veterans For Peace Michigan Peace Scholarships, sponsored by VFP 
Chapter 93. The Scholarships, out of an endowment provided by Yoko Ono to Veterans For Peace, are awarded to 
college students enrolled in a peace studies or conflict resolution related program. Awards are given to either Michigan 
residents, or students enrolled at a Michigan college, with a preference given to military veterans. For more 
information, visit www.vfp93.org/peace-scholarship.  
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